Professor Bieber
Information Systems Department
New Jersey Institute of Technology (A Public Research University)

What do Professors Do?

{Flex time joke: Professors work flex time, we work any 60 hours of the week we choose...}

Professors have three major jobs: teaching, research and service.

 (1) Teaching

· Our primary job is teaching: 

· Class Preparation

· Office Hours

· Grading

· Advising Ph. D. students and Ph. D. thesis research

· Guiding senior projects, masters projects, masters theses

(2) Research: Advancing the Knowledge of the Field

Research is also one a professor's primary jobs.

· Professors are expected to keep up-to-date in our "area of expertise"

-- reading,  going to conferences

-- belong to professional organizations

· Professors are expected to do research

-- develop new technologies

-- enhance existing techniques for solving problems and doing other things

-- develop new techniques for solving problems and doing other things

-- develop new frameworks: new ways of looking at our field and the world

-- bring research to the classroom

-----> need to get grants to support our research and the university

-----> teaching load varies based on level of grant funding

· Communicate with others

-- publish in journals

-- present papers, participate on panels at conferences (often during the semester)
(3a) Service to the School/Local Academic Community


- Committees (short-term; permanent)


- Develop new classes and programs of study; and update these


- Recruiting professors in the department


- Academic Positions (e.g., chairing degree programs)

(3b) Service to the Research Community


- serve in management of professional organizations


- help organize/oversee student chapters of professional organizations


- help organize conferences


- help review papers for conferences/journals,  and grant proposals for funding agencies

Time spent at each task (approx. 40%, 50%, 10%).

This varies per university.

This changes over the course of the year (summer vs. semester).
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