
Thank goodness spring break is upon us.
Not that I don’t like school, but it’s nice to relax
every now and again.  But, of course before break
happens, we need to study hard for midterms
(my favorite!).  It’s hard to sense sarcasm
through an article but it’s there.  In any event, I
cannot believe how fast the semester is winding
down.  It feels like yesterday when I last drop
my thought in the “President’s Corner.”  By the
way, I would like a poll on how everyone wants
these written.  Personally, I just want to talk to
you about events, school, and life in general on
an informal basis.  And from what I gather most
of you like that.  But there are some people who
would like more formal, objective articles, and I
told them, “Well, it is the ‘President’s Corner.’
Why can’t I speak to the people informally?  They
are my peers.”  That’s why I figure I would put
it out there and let you guys decide.  I like to
think NJIT’s AIChE student chapter is run as a
democracy, and I’m that easy going Mr. Bush.

Now that that’s out of the way, what a
great semester it has been for AIChE up to this
point.  I’ve seen a lot of student involvement,
and the AIChE refreshments we sell are doing
well.  By the way, for those of you who do not
know, AIChE is selling candy, soda, and other
refreshments for $0.50.  As students ourselves,
we know how strapped for cash you are.  It’s
not that easy paying for school, working on your
car, AND buying your girlfriend/boyfriend
something nice.  And we know, while you are
getting your education on you need
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refreshments.  Nourishment if you will.  So at
Tiernan 103 (AIChE office) we have sodas,
Snapples, Gatorade, and Red Bull to go with some
M&Ms, Snickers, Twix, or even the new Take 5
or Butterfinger Crunch (which by the way is a
personal fave).  So if you got time, and you want
to hang out, stop by for a wonderful treat.

This was a good month in terms of
learning about what’s out there for us in industry.
BOC Gases, Picatinny Arsenal, and Bradley
Pharmaceuticals have interesting projects going
on.  And later (after spring break) we will hear
from Engelhard.  Most of these companies that
come through have exciting opportunities for us,
and all we have to do is drop them a line.  If you
guys are ever interested in an internship or co-
op with any of them, let me know.  Just as an
update, AIChE Regionals are April 8th -10th so I
have to know before spring break who is
interested in going.  Also, the Ronald E. McNair
Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program will
be having a research symposium on April 8th from
10 to 1.  Please come support AIChE’s student
researchers.  And there is another research
symposium to be held at the Atrium, on
Wednesday April 13th.  The two local
symposiums are free and if you are planning on
going to regionals let me know.  Have an
awesome spring break and I’ll see you soon.

Dave Recio
President, AIChE
Student Chapter
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Industrial Speaker: Mr . Colin Walters

With the growing world population, increased

standards of living and disease epidemic, the state

of New Jersey has become increasingly popular

with job prospects, however with a bias towards

pharmaceutical companies which institute to over

50% of New Jersey’s businesses.  With the recent

launch of the Masters Program in Pharmaceutical

Engineering at NJIT, there is always a need of

pharmaceutical industry awareness. Such is a case

for Walters’ visit from Shering Plough Research

Institute (SPRI).  Walters is a Principal Engineer

in Pharmaceutical Development at SPRI and has

been working at SPRI for 11 years, starting as a

co-op student.  He has a BS and MS in ChE, both

from NJIT, class of ‘94. In his presentation, he

talked about the history of Shering Plough and

where it stands today. He sampled SPRI’s products

and their performance before moving to the bigger

part of his presentation which was about his

experiences at SPRI. A very fast talking yet lovable

speaker, Walters gave students different scenarios

he had been involved in and how he managed

them. Some say experience is the best

teacher...NJIT students who attended Walters’

presentation certainly had the experience of their

engineering career, learning from a man who had
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NOTE: The Following is a tentative  schedule
for the upcoming semester.

March:
3/7 - Bradley Pharmaceuticals
3/14 - SPRING BREAK
3/21 - Engelhard
3/28 - BOC Gases

April:
4/4 - Anheuser Busch
4/11 - Skanska Pharmaceuticals
4/18 - Merck and Co.
4/25 - Schering-Plough

May:
5/2 - Coney Island Day
5/9 - Final Exams (GOOD LUCK!)

Tiernan Blurb:
- If anyone would like to write for the Tiernan
Express please contact Stephanie Monteiro,
or visit the AIChE office in Tiernan 103.

- Volunteers needed. Please see David Recio
at the AIChE office, or email him at
dsr6@njit.edu.  Volunteering looks good on
the resume!
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seen it all. He concluded his presentation by

wishing us the very best in out studies. He hoped

we would see him one day at SPRI. Walters is

also a recruiter for SPRI.

David Nare
VP, AIChE, 2004-2005

UPCOMING  EVENTS
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NOTE:  I would like to help students with
presenting themselves to employers.  Every
issue will have answers to possible interview
questions.  These answers are provided to us
by Job Interviews for Dummies by Joyce
Lain Kennedy.  If you have any specific job
related questions you would like answered,
please stop by the Career Development
Center and they will help guide you to the
direction you want to be.

The Questions (Skills)
These sample skills questions are generalized
for wider application, although in an interview
you should expect skills questions that relate
to your career field.

Q: What is the toughest job problem you’ve
ever faced?

For a ShowStopper
· Recall an accomplishment, the skills

you used to deal with it, and the
successful results.

· Apply those skills to the prospective
job.

For a ShowFlopper
· Recall a problem, but not an

accomplishment or skill related to it.

Q: How good are you at making oral
presentations?

For a ShowStopper
· Discuss how you prepare.  Name

presentation skills.  Mention specific
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instances where you’ve given a good
show.

For a ShowFlopper
· Say that you never do them because

you’re terrified of speaking in front of
large crowds.

Q: How do you deal with unexpected events
on the job?
For a ShowStopper

· Discuess how you must immediately
reprioritize your assignments.

· Mention specific instances where you
were able to complete a project (or
projects) on time despite unforeseen
complications.

For a ShowFlopper
· Tell how you just keep doing what

you were doing until you’re finished.
· Discuss an instance when an

unexpected event resulted in disaster.
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