Cross Country Team goes undefeated at the NJIT Classic Meet

This past Sunday saw both Women’s and Men’s Cross Country Teams defeat all comers at the NJIT Classic meet held at Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. On the women’s side a renewed rivalry played out as after 3.1 miles the race was decided by six tenths of a second. NJIT’S Liz Mayo was edged out at the line, by Mary Ridenour of Dowling, to place second in the race. Her co-captain senior Jady Alvarez followed in third place overall with a time of 24:13. In an impressive race all five of the NJIT women harriers finished in the top 10 of the field to post a 4-0 record for the day. Third for the Highlanders was frosh Barbara DeLaCruz (7th place in 26:23) followed by frosh Becky Lindsey (9th overall in 26:48. Rounding out the top 5 was senior Viviana Florea in 10th place running a time of 27:14, which was over 3 minutes faster than her time at this meet last year. NJIT defeated Caldwell, Dominican, Dowling and Concordia on the day. Coach Alonso was pleased with his team, “We ran smart today and the women’s times are faster than they were at this meet last year”. Liz will see Mary (Ridenour of Dowling) again a few times this year, it was an exciting race and I think the outcome will be different next time”, Alonso stated.

On the men’s side of things, the results were even more striking.  In his first race for NJIT, transfer student Pierre Bastie pulled away from the pack and cruised in for the win in 29:31 for the tough 5 mile course. He was joined by sophomore Duc Tran (31:1), frosh Mark Pares (32:54), junior captain Dave Kloc (32:57), junior Mike Genauer (33:00) and frosh Will Ehrhardt (33:32) in completing a sweep of the top 6 spots. Junior Kevin Garbie finished 9th overall in 34:29 to help NJIT post a 3-0 win/loss record for the event. Concordia, Yeshiva and Dominican all were shutout by a strong NJIT squad.  Coach Alonso was proud of the performance of his squad and the hard work they’ve been doing in training. “We have a few of our top runners still to add to the mix, and I’m very excited about our upcoming meets when the team gels even further.” he said. “Both squads have been working hard and it’s beginning to show. Things should continue to improve as we work toward the conference meet.” he commented. Next Saturday, many of the team will travel to Philadelphia to compete at the site of the conference meet. A taste of things to come later in the season. Then on Sunday, they will be performing    community service.
