Women’s Cross Country Brings Home First

In only its third season of life, the NJIT women harriers’ team created yet another historical moment. The squad turned it up a notch, giving their all at this past weekends Highlander Invitational in Branch Brook Park. Competing against opponents from 10 colleges, they pulled together and through a true team effort secured First place at the meet. It is the first time a women’s cross country team at NJIT has taken home the first place award at an invitational meet. Congratulations, ladies on your effort!

Though the course was partially flooded, the ground wet n marshy, the team was up and ready for the challenge of the day.  NJIT had 2 packs of 3 runners working to help each other through the first 2 miles. Leading the way in the first pack was senior Liz Mayo, running her best time of the season at 21:08 and 7th place overall. She was very closely followed by Frosh Katie Carroll, competing in her first collegiate meet with a time of 21:20, good for 9th place. Continuing to improve and getting back to her top form was senior Jady Alvarez running a 21:36 and securing 11th place. The second group was pushed on by Frosh Aileen Davila who opened a gap in the final mile to finish in 23:52 for 20th place and her best time of the season. She was followed in by Becky Lindsey and Barbara DeLaCruz in 24:22 and 24:23 respectively for 23rd and 24th places. Senior Viv Florea ran another gutsy race coming back from her severe ankle injury with a time of 26:17 and capturing 33rd place. Though only the top 5 runners in a meet count toward the final score, the sixth and seventh runners can displace runners from other teams causing their score to be higher. This was the case at this meet and helped lead the team to its first place finish over runner up Hunter College. Head coach Al Alonso was pleased with the women, “The hard work is starting to pay off, the women all ran well today and got rewarded for their efforts.” Added Assistant Coach Dave Czeizinger, “It was a true team effort, everyone gave it their all, it’s all a coach can ask for and I’m proud of them all. We were finally at full strength.” “Thanks for the thrill ladies”, He commented as he smiled.” The team will compete this coming weekend on Long Island at the St. Joe’s Invitational.
