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Piotr Kurcons’s Quest for the “American Dream”
The Kurcons immigrated to the United States from Poland in search of the “American Dream” when Piotr Kurcon was 17 years old.  Currently, Piotr is a senior majoring in Civil Engineering at the New Jersey Institute of Technology, well on his way to achieving the “American Dream”.  During summers he works in construction because it’s lucrative, but, during the semesters he concentrates on his studies so he may land a good job at an engineering firm upon graduation.  Although construction is just a summer job for Piotr, he enjoys it because he gets to do interesting things like demolish whole buildings.
Piotr completed most of high school in Poland, however, most high schools in the U.S. can not judge a student’s standing by foreign grades.  For this reason he had to go through Union Community College after graduating from high school before entering NJIT.  Not being able to enter a four year college straight out of school is a challenge that many foreigners have to endure, which many Americans take for granted.
Piotr plans to pursue his Masters degree, while working at a firm.  His intermediate goal is to earn his Professional Engineering License.  The requirements for the license are a Masters degree, four years of experience, and passing an extremely difficult examination.  Although it is difficult to earn the PEL, once Piotr receives it, he may pursue projects in the fields of geotechnical engineering and structural engineering, both of which are lucrative fields.  Once he has received his PEL and has worked in industry for some time, Piotr would like to pursue his PhD and perhaps become a professor.  There is a saying, “The greater the struggle, the greater the reward.”  Although immigrants like Piotr have to struggle in the beginning, the fruits of their labor are much sweeter.
