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Abstract

This paper compares traditional and newer forms of teaching, specifically lectures and podcasts.  How much one gets out of various forms of teaching depends upon his or her interests and stage of development in that subject.  Many older people prefer the older forms of teaching such as lectures.  However, many students I tutor prefer the convenience of newer forms of learning, such as podcasts.  Thus, the difference between the teaching styles of a tenured – middle-aged professor and a teenager is explored, for both lectures and podcasts.  Although the different preferences are highly subjective this analysis is written from the view point of both students and a teachers so it includes credible opinions.
Introduction

There has always been a struggle between tradition and change.  This is the case in the art and science of teaching as well, so much so that there is a separate major in most schools for training students on how to educate.  Educating one human being with the most efficiency is difficult.  Educating multiple human beings with even moderate efficiency is even more difficult.  This is due to the great variety of human learning styles.  However, the one thing that has been constant in education for many years is live lectures.  This is a point Dr. Bukiet comments on, “Lectures are the traditional way to go and have worked well over time”[3].  Is the pedagogical value of lectures so great that it can never be challenged?

As with most things the form of communication which suits someone depends on his or her preferences, priorities, and needs.  While it is useful to explore the preferences, priorities, and needs of many different people, it is much too time consuming and complicated.  Therefore the overall value in the two categories of:  convenience and pedagogy are measured.  These are two topics most people care about and can generally agree on.
Pedagogical Differences
For a type of technical communication to have pedagogical value it must appeal to the widest variety of learners.  If someone has a learning disability he or she will need special attention and this analysis does not apply.  According to many sources there are four types of learners:  auditory, visual, kinesthetic, and reading/writing preference learners, also known as the VARK model [1].  Podcasts appeal to auditory and visual learners, and perhaps even to reading/writing preference learners.  Figure 1 shows how descriptive podcasts can be.  The original podcast was animated and had someone explaining the steps which make it even more descriptive.  However, someone watching a podcast can not interact with it.  If this person is confused, he or she will stay confused until this person contacts the professor or a tutor.  
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Figure 1:  Shot of a podcast created by a teenager [4].
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Figure 2:  Cartoons of a boring classroom (left) [5] and a fun classroom (right) [6].

Lectures can appeal to all four types of learners.  This depends on the lecturer.  As seen in Figure 2, a class can either be boring or exciting depending on the ability of the teacher.  Someone sitting in a good lecture listens and watches the professor, writes notes, and has the opportunity to ask questions and solve problems with the professor’s guidance.  Lectures can appeal to types of learners, which podcasts may not appeal to.  This view is also held by a Harvard English student speaking about podcasts, “‘It’s sad because you miss the interaction and the class dynamic’” [2].  One may feel that with a bad professor the types of learners benefiting from the lecture decrease, however a podcast created by the same person will have the same deficiencies.  Furthermore, the difference in quality of a lecture and podcast will differ between a younger lecturer and an older lecturer.  The podcast created by the teen was far more descriptive than the one created by the professor.  Due to the professor’s lack of knowledge of technical tools used to create podcasts.  However, a live lecture from the teen would have less value than a lecture from the professor due to the professor’s vast experience.  Finally, regardless of the professor, podcasts do not have the classroom dynamics that lectures do.
Convenience

In order for something to be convenient it must be portable, user friendly, and enjoyable.  Podcasts are highly portable, they are extremely user friendly, and they are enjoyable to listen to, as shown in Figure 3.  An example of this:  “For Kathryn Bowser, a 19-year-old biology student at Drexel University in Philadelphia, the best time to sit through a lecture on organic chemistry happens to be when she is riding the exercise bike at the gym”[2].  This view is also held by Dr. Bukiet, “Students can view them at their convenience”[3].
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Figure 3:  A student watching a podcast on the go [7].
  To view a podcast one must have QuickTime player installed on his or her computer, which most new computers come with.  Then, this person must download the podcast from a particular website in order to have his or her own portable copy of the podcast.  However, if he or she doesn’t wish to put the podcast on a portable device he or she can watch the podcast online.   With today’s speeds the slowest internet service may take one minute to download a five minute podcast.    Also, students can stop watching it when they get bored.  However, if the podcast is under five minutes it is usually short enough to keep someone’s attention.
 Lectures, on the other hand, are not at all portable, may be difficult to understand or see the notes, and may be boring.  Portability and clarity can be rectified to an extent by recording the lectures, but the length and quality will be constant.  With a podcast the videos are broken up into small sections.  So after watching a video one has gotten the gist of the chapter’s concept.  However, lectures cover a broader area, and if someone stops watching a lecture prematurely he or she will be lost the next time they listen to the lecture.  
Conclusion

It is difficult to prescribe an overall value to these two forms of learning/teaching.  The value one puts on lectures or podcasts depends on his or her preference, needs, and priorities.  Both lectures and podcasts have their merits.  A hybrid of both lectures and podcasts can be used.  Nothing can compare to the class dynamics in a lecture, so podcasts can not replace lectures.  However, they may be used as supplements to lectures.  Dr. Bukiet holds this view, “I have used podcasts as a supplementary tool…My podcasts are almost entirely preview and review of material, giving the “big idea” for a lecture and maybe one example. This way they are focused and make for more efficient review for exams in my opinion.” [3].
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