HUM 101 - English Composition: Writing, Speaking, Thinking I (3-0-3)


Course Information
Course: HUM 101 - English Composition: Writing, Speaking, Thinking I (3-0-3)
Section: HUM 101-(your section number here)
Course description: 
This course focuses on developing written and oral communication skills that students will use within and beyond NJIT. It emphasizes acquiring the skills necessary for writing expository and research essays; preparing oral reports; drafting, revising, editing; evaluation and proper documentation of source material; and using rhetorical strategies such as narration and argument. Students will learn to communicate with a variety of audiences in personal, academic, and professional settings. 
Course Dates: 
Class Location: 
Meeting Times: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prerequisite: Permission of the Humanities Department required. Entrance is determined by placement score or completion of Hum 099 with a grade of C or better.
	Required Follow-up Course: HUM102

Instructor Information
Name: 
Email: 
Office Location: 
Office Hours: 
Phone: 

Assigned Course Texts

Required handbook: All students are required to purchase a handbook for college writing to be used for both HUM101 and HUM102:

Diana Hacker. A Pocket Style Manual, $26
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/Catalog/product/pocketstylemanualwith2009mlaand2010apaupdates-fifthedition-hacker

Required reader: 

1) 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology $28
Table of Contents: http://bedfordstmartins.com/Catalog/product/50essays-thirdedition-cohen/tableofcontents

OR

2) Next Text  $60
Table of Contents: http://bedfordstmartins.com/Catalog/product/nexttext-firstedition-kress/tableofcontents

General Objectives

Our fundamental goal is to learn how to think critically, and read and write clearly and proficiently for a variety of potential audiences. With these objectives in mind, this course will focus on three types of professional prose styles: writing to share experience; writing to analyze; and writing to convince. The first type of writing allows you to think about how to express and articulate your experience; the second to record and interpret your observations objectively; and the third to persuade an audience. Writing is a valuable form of communication and its study can provide valuable insights into knowledge production in our society. Several assignments, including a report, presentation, and course portfolio, offer the opportunity for you to learn how to present your work to the public.

Core Competencies 

In this course students are expected to demonstrate proficiency in the following areas: 
1. rhetorical knowledge
2. critical thinking, reading, and writing 
3. composing process 
4. knowledge of conventions 
5. information and communication technologies
6. teamwork and collaboration
7. information literacy

This Course Section: Themes, Readings, and Instructional Goals
	What is unique about this section...

Moodle
The online course management system, including sample assignments and links to other on-line course components, is Moodle. Consistent with the course’s primary aim to introduce students to professional writing for electronic as well as print-based environments, this class features readings and assignments organized for both screen and page. Class sessions will meet each week for a combination of lecture, seminar and workshop activities. All out-of-class work will be distributed via Moodle. See http://moodle.njit.edu/ to access the Moodle course page and to learn more.


Research Roadmap: Information Literacy
The Research Roadmap provides online access to information-related resources and skills required in HUM101. Upon successful completion of the HUM101 Research Roadmaps module, you will be better able to recognize different types of sources and their uses; locate information on the web, in books, journals, electronic indexes/databases (including periodical articles); select and use appropriate criteria for evaluating information in order to identify useful materials; information ethically and legally; use MLA citation style to cite materials consistently and accurately; and feel more confident about conducting research for academic work. Late assignments are not accepted and workshop attendance cannot be rescheduled.

Standard Assessment Procedures

Writing Diagnostics
At the start of the semester students will be required to write a short in-class essay that will be used to determine their writing level. The results will be classified into three categories: 3/3=good performance, 2/3=room for improvement, and 1/3=requires effort and extra support. Students scoring 1/3 are required to visit the Communication Studio for ongoing tutoring sessions. Writing diagnostics will be repeated at the end of the semester to determine each student’s improvement. 

Course Portfolio
At the end of the semester the student will produce an online portfolio in order to assess the progress that has been achieved and the challenges that remain as the student moves forward to the next Humanities course. Portfolio assessment is based on three criteria: evidence of analytical and critical thinking; drafting and successful revision of papers; and demonstrated skill in citing and documenting sources properly.

The Communication Studio at NJIT
The NJIT Communication Studio is available for one-hour, individual appointments with professional writing instructors. This resource is intended to help you to improve your communication and writing skills. Instructors can help with planning assignments, improving your writing, refining an essay or multimedia project, or other communication-based needs. 
Sign up online at http://humanities.njit.edu/commstudio/index.php or drop by the Studio, located in Cullimore Hall Room 115, to sign up for an appointment and learn more about how we can help you. 

Course Requirements 
Attendance/Participation			10 
In-class and On-line Writing			10
Research Roadmaps    			10
Writing as Experience Essay (all stages)	10
Writing to Analyze Essay (all stages)		10
Persuasive Essay (all stages)			20 
Group Report (all stages)			15
Group Presentation (all stages)		10
E-portfolio      					  5 
Total					          100


Grading Profile 

	A = 90-100
	B+  = 87-89
	B = 80-86
	C+ = 77-79
	C   = 70-76
	D  = 60-69
	F   = 0 – 59 




Course Policies

Writing as Process 
Each assignment will be drafted and revised in detail before it is presented either in written or oral form. The draft serves as a prerequisite to the final submitted copy; therefore, if drafts are not submitted, then the final assignment will not be accepted. This course relies on the process of reviewing drafts via peer review (in class and on-line) and, as such, students should expect to share their work, and to provide constructive feedback to fellow students for the duration of the course.

Academic Integrity
Each student in HUM 101 is required to sign the Honor Code Agreement. The URL for University Code on Academic Integrity: http://integrity.njit.edu 

Attendance and Participation
All students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled classes. See the NJIT attendance policy: http://www.njit.edu/registrar/policies/attendancepolicy.php
Instructors are not obligated to make allowances for student absences unless those absences are due to illness or similarly unavoidable causes. Students who expect to miss classes or exams because of religious observance must submit to their instructors, by the end of the second week of classes, a written list of dates that will be missed. Students are expected to make up missed work. 
Each class will offer students the opportunity to discuss and question the topics presented both online and offline. Following this format, 10 percent of the final grade will be based on both the frequency and quality of the student’s comments, questions and observations. The quality will be determined by, among other factors, the relevance, insight and clarity of remarks. At the discretion of the instructor, more than four unexcused absences may result in failure of the course.



Late Penalty
All assignments are to be submitted on or before the specified deadline. The standard late policy is 5% per day. Instructors reserve the right to refuse any assignment submitted more than one week late.

Weekly Course Schedule

Audiences  (Weeks 1 – 3)
Goals: sharing experience; understanding of voice and audience
Assignment: Writing as Experience Essay due week 3

Analysis (Weeks 4 – 6) 
Goals: understanding through inquiry and analysis; writing process including brainstorming, outlines, organizing ideas
Assignment: Writing to Analyze Essay due week 6

Persuasion and Report (Weeks 7 – 12) 
Goals: supporting your opinion, knowing your audience, understanding points of view 
Assignment: Persuasive Essay due week 9; Group Reports due week 12

Presentation (Weeks 13 – 15) 
Goals: presenting, delivering, and communicating your ideas
Assignment: Group Presentations due weeks 13-15
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