April 12, 2008
New Jersey Institute of Technology

Administration

154 Summit Street

Newark, NJ 07102

To whom it may concern:


New Jersey Institute of Technology has proved to be, for many years, one of the finest universities in New Jersey and even the country. Its surrounding area brings in a diverse group of individuals, which makes it different and more unique then many other top universities.


For the past couple years NJIT has been building up its curriculum with newer, student centered programs as well as enhancing its athletic facilities. In our campus center, we have multiple dining areas and places to select various meals. Since there is such an overwhelming amount of food places on the first floor, the pub, which is located on the third floor in the campus center, could definitely be used for something else. 


As an athlete of NJIT’s Division One program, I can say how important it is that we have the support from our fellow students and professors. A perfect way to support these teams is to wear merchandise.  Yes, we do have a store on campus that sells NJIT clothes, but there is almost no athletic gear for any of the teams displayed on any of the apparel. Why not have a store that specializes in selling NJIT athletic gear and merchandise?  Maybe there would be more support at games, or at least around the dorms, and students will start to take pride in our school’s opportunity in moving to the next level as a Division One school. 


If there are any questions or concerns, please contact me by email at, cp72@njit.edu; or by phone at 908-578-6266. Thank you for your time, and I hope to be hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely,

Christopher Parenti

New Jersey Institute of Technology

Athletic Store
Christopher Parenti

Student-Athlete

NJIT
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Executive Summary

As this Institution keeps progressively moving forward in its desire to be a competitive athletic program, we still lack the support of many of our students and professors. Since stores outside of our school do not sell NJIT athletic gear, due to the fact that NJIT is not considered an “athletic” school, we must advertise and display our apparel out there somehow. We want our colleagues and peers to have the pleasure of going upstairs in our campus center to shop around for different styles of clothes, which represent our school and its dedicated athletic teams. 
The pub is just another place to get food and to hang out, but people do not realize that there is so much to choose from on the first floor. Also, if the pub served as a place to retreat to do work for a class or to just sit and talk with friends, there is a full size cafeteria with plenty of leisure room. Furthermore, the second floor is full with tables and chairs to relax on and do school work with the internet connected throughout the entire campus so the elimination of the pub will not drastically affect students social lives. With the third floor having an NJIT athletic apparel store, maybe more people will accept the athletic program here and show off their attire like how other students at other universities show off theirs.
Proposal


A few years ago, New Jersey Institute of Technology’s athletic department decided to move forward to a Division One university. With this move, our fan base has increased drastically from the previous years. Walking around campus you rarely see students and members of the administration showing off their pride for this school with any sort of athletic apparel, whether it be hats, shirts, or sweatpants. The reason being is that there is virtually no place outside of this school nor on campus to purchase various merchandise and athletic gear for any of the eighteen men’s’ and women’s sports here. The campus book store has a limited amount of space to sell books and apparel, hardly enough room to even hold NJIT athletic products because of the mass quantity of books being sold there. 


The idea of moving the Pub downstairs on the first floor of the campus center near the other food courts will allow the concept of this store to be put into action and moved up on the third floor. The Pub now has entirely too much space, which hardly ever gets used or filled up. Why not move it to a smaller area? It would not hurt the sale because it would still be right in the heart of the campus center where a plethora of people pass through every day. 

The vicinity where the Pub is located now could still be used as a book store, while also allowing the selling of NJIT paraphernalia to expand. Students would be able to buy athletic gear for their favorite team and develop a sense of pride in our school. Even purchasing gear for family members will really promote the name of our athletic program out there.


This project could be a move that would not take much time at all. It could possibly be done in just the summer recess alone, enough to be finished before fall semester starts. The athletic department will be ecstatic that the NJIT administration is making a move to help broaden our name, making it all the more likely to help out by any means necessary; Whether it is a donation or just simply guidance in what the store should sell. It could range from a hooded sweatshirt, to boxers, hats, and even NJIT baseball mugs.  

This is the best plan because not only does it show that our institution is serious about its athletic program, but allows individual to wander throughout the large store and acquire products and clothing to show off around campus. It is in the best location possible because of its size and to take advantage of the room that is up there. In the long run, the athletic program is what brings the school community together like any other big school and that is what we are striving for. The Pub is just another place to sit down and eat; there is nothing extraordinary up there that restricts it from being repositioned to another location.


As a student, and also an athlete, this would be the best move for the school and this department. We need to step up and attract more interest in our school’s program, and opening such a store would do so. You must let this process happen because walking around campus and seeing students wear clothing from other schools is almost depressing and damaging in a way to the athletes of NJIT. Allowing a New Jersey Institute of Technology athletic store to open up especially with a wide variety of products could increase sales and bring moral support to this university and this community.  
