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During my internship with Northern Burlington High School in the summer of 2008, one of my regular duties was to replace our old computer labs with new computers we were receiving.  We ordered enough computers to replace all the labs, hence we had no need for the older ones.  To my surprise, I was instructed to simply throw the old computers in the dumpster, despite almost all of them being in working order.  After a week of doing this, I talked with my boss about productive alternatives for the old computers that are more advantageous and ethical than the current plan.

The school district recently enacted a “going green” campaign, which involves various recycling practices and saving paper.  Instead of throwing away the old computers, donating them would coincide with the “going green” campaign and bring positive attention to the school district.  Our neighboring school district in Willingboro serves low income families and rarely has a large enough budget to finance computers and similar equipment.  Donating the old computers to the Willingboro school district would allow under-privileged children to enjoy a better education through special software and tools only computers can provide.  Such an act of philanthropy would most likely warrant a newspaper article showcasing the good deeds of our school district.  This could also be a model for other schools with “going green” campaigns to follow.

Furthermore, the act of throwing away the old computers and the accompanying CRT monitors goes against the basic principles of the “going green” campaign.  Computers contain many materials harmful to the environment that do not degrade over time.  CRT monitors can contain dangerous levels of mercury, resulting in the need for them to be disposed of properly.  Simply throwing these monitors in a dumpster goes against the basic procedures of disposing of these items properly.  Admittedly, it can be difficult and costly to dispose of these CRT monitors properly, which is why it is advantageous for several reasons to donate or reuse these monitors instead of throwing them away.


There is a Goodwill store located only two miles from the high school, which accepts monitor donations.  After enquiring with the manager, they have agreed to accept all of the CRT monitors, which numbers slightly over 200.  This is a cost effective and environmental alternative to throwing away the monitors.  The donated monitors will be sent directly to a Dell refurbishing center, which could make the school district eligible for discounts on Dell computers and hardware on future orders.  Since Dell is the primary computer supplier for the school district’s computer equipment, this gives the district an obvious financial advantageous.  Of course, donating these monitors to Goodwill coincides with the “going green” campaign.


Throwing away our unused computers and monitors may seem like a simple solution, but in actuality it is the least effective and counters many of the school’s basic principles.  In light of the district’s “going green” campaign, finding ways to reuse or donate this still usable equipment is a smarter, more ethical alternative.  As schools around the country become more reliant on computers to deliver a quality education, the above suggestions could pioneer a new outlook on the disposal of computer equipment for other schools to follow and strive toward. 
