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Overview
Welcome to the Computers, Society, and Ethics course. We will be using WebCT technology to get our assignments and collaborate together as the course moves forward this Term.
Focus of this class is on ethics surfacing from the mutual and symbiotic relations between technology, humans and human collectives.
The course involves about 25 hours of participation in Community Service or Research Internship
Course Objectives

Upon completion of the course students should:

1. Be able to identify what ethics and Morality are and 
2. How they affect our personal and professional lives

3. Implications for people as employees

Textbook

	Author(s):
	Michael J. Quinn

	Title:
	Ethics for the Information Age

	Edition:
	3rd Edition

	Publisher
	Pearson Addison Wesley

	Copyright year:
	2006

	ISBN
	0-321-53685-1

	NOTE:
	The 2th edition is the same book with two chapters reversed so you can use that edition also


NOTE:  Work is due as assigned in WebCT.  If it is not submitted on time it is a zero.  Most is group work and so someone should be able to submit it.  The only excuse for Individual work not on submitted on time is medical or work related.  DEATH is a good excuse.

Schedule  - subject to change, check back often.
	Date
	Topic
	Assignments

	
	All assignments are to be submitted to WebCT
	See WebCT

	Sep 2/4
	1 - Class Introductions and Overview
	

	Sep 9/11
	2 - History of Computers and Computing Research
	

	Sep 16/18
	3 - Research Approaches, Methodologies, Social Effects
	

	Sep 23/25
	4 - Introduction to Ethical analysis
	

	Sep 30/Oct 2
	5 - Performing Ethical analysis
	

	Oct 7/9
	6 - Equity, Gender, Access, Digital Divide
	

	Oct 14/16
	7 - Computers and Medicine, Emergency Management
	Assignment 1 DUE

Ethics case analysis 

	Oct 17-19
	8 - October 17-19 Online term exam

Implication is topics you do NOT understand
	October 17-19 Online term exam

	Oct 21/23
	9 - Computers, the Government, Military
	

	Oct 28/30
	10 - Privacy and Civil Liberties
	

	Nov 4/6
	11 - Computers, Work and the Economy
	

	Nov 11/13
	12 - Computer Crime and Computer Security
	

	Nov 18/20
	13 - Intellectual Property
	Assignment 2 
Group debate

	Nov 25 
	http://www.njit.edu/registrar/calendars/fall_08.php 
	No Classes Thanksgiving Week

	Dec 2/4
	14 - Professional and Legal Responsibility, Risk 
management
	

	Dec 5-7
	Exam II.
	Term Exam 2 Dec 5-7

	Dec 10
	No Classes - Project and Intern Presentations to be submitted online by December 10th
	Project and Intern Presentations to be submitted online

	Finals Week
	No classes
	Dec 15-19 


Required Work and Grading

	Assignment
	Percentage of Semester Grade

	Community Service Internship

—OR—

Research Project
	25%

	Implications and Online Discussion and participation in class
	20%

	Assignment 1 Ethics Case Analysis 
	10% 

	Assignment 2 Debate assignment
	5%

	Assignment 3 Oral Presentation
	10%

	Term 1 Exam
	15%

	Term 2 Exam
	15%


Exams

There are two exams each covering approximately one-half of the course. The exams will consist true/false and multiple choice questions and you will have 85 minutes to complete each one. 

Curving

Grades will be curved as the work is handed in. There will be no further curve at the end of the year. I will take attendance and participation into account if you are teetering on the borderline between two grades.

Make-Ups

You should make every effort to submit work on time.  Not meeting deadlines is a bad habit to get into and will hurt you in your career.  Having said this I will provide make-ups for the exams (no questions asked). I don’t, however, give make-ups for make-ups so if you miss the exam don’t miss the make-up.

Extra Credit, “Do-Overs”

I don’t offer extra-credit work or allow for the redoing of work to improve a grade.

Grading Scale

The conversion of percentage points to letter grades is as follows:

	A 
	89.5 up to 100

	B+ 
	86.5 up to 89.5

	B 
	79.5 up to 86.5

	C+ 
	76.5 up to 79.5

	C 
	69.5 up to 76.5

	D 
	59.5 up to 69.5

	F 
	0 up to 59.5


Honor Code

You are expected to follow NJIT’s honor code (http://www.njit.edu/v2/handbook/constitution.htm).

