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Windmills are one of the many sources of future clean electricity. More and more, they are being built and implemented in order to ease the world’s dependency on oil. Many civilians have taken a proactive approach to building their own energy producing windmills. It is because of this that I have chosen to compare two separate do-it-yourself procedures in order to compare both pieces of technical communication. 
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I used two different internet sources to compare. Both are instructions on building an energy producing windmill. The first website, otherpower.com, demonstrates their procedure for building a 700 Watt windmill. The second website, Instructables.com, demonstrates how to build a 1000 Watt windmill. 

In order to truly analyze these pieces of technical communication, it is important to understand what technical communication is. As a rule of thumb, if it is technical, and a form of communication, it is technical communication. This however, is a vague definition at best. Technical communication can range from a commercial in a magazine, portraying some type of information on the product and most likely a visual aid, to a detailed set of instructions. 

Since I have chosen to analyze two sets of instructions as my pieces of technical communication, it is important to think about the essential components involved in a set of instructions. Also, it is important to realize what things are unnecessary and only clutter and confuse. 

Firstly, as a set of instructions, the first thing necessary would be to state what is being accomplished, or what the instructions are for. Secondly, it is important to evaluate the organization implemented in each set of instructions. Questions to ask oneself are, “Can I follow the directions and understand what step to take after the previous one?” Also involving the steps, one needs to question the extent of detail involved in each step. Pictures or diagrams are always helpful in a set of instructions. Now that the visual aspect is being analyzed, background colors, font, and even borders can make a big difference in the appearance of a piece of technical communication and can make all the difference to the audience for whom it is made for. 
Negative aspects that one would like to avoid in a set of instructions would be clutter. Clutter can appear in various ways. Many times, what takes many sentences, one picture can accomplish. This should be done carefully though, as to not keep the instructions too vague. Also a constant problem in modern day communication is the ever-growing presence of pop up ads and commercial real estate involved with the internet. These things can be distracting and unappealing to the audience. After evaluating all these aspects involved with instructions, I began to analyze the two pieces. 
Because our eyes are captivated by colors and design so easily, one of the first things that are noticeable are the visual aspects of each piece of technical communication. In otherpower.com, we can see that there is not much appeal to entice the audience to read on. Although it is a rather simple web page, it does include some pictures. [image: image2.png]& Hortiow 700 wall wisndniil” Wridow e it Explorr
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 The web page is a simple up and down scrolling page with no numbered out steps. 
The instructables.com website is much more user friendly. The first thing that is noticeable is the color scheme. By using orange, the page really stands out to the audience. It includes numbered thumbnails in order that the audience can easily click on the desired step. It also includes bright, friendly colors that can attract and interest the audience. One important feature that is on the instructables.com website is the availability to refer to related topics. 
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As far as the ease of use and written communication, it is very easy to see that the DIY posted on instructables.com is much more user friendly than the procedure on otherpower.com. The steps on otherpower.com are not clear. It seems as if they only recorded their own procedure instead of writing for an audience to follow instructions. The instructions were not clearly laid out in steps, which might make it somewhat difficult to follow. 

The do-it-yourself on instructables.com is very neat. It allows the user to scroll through 5 steps. [image: image4.png]DIY 1000 watt wind turbine
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As far as the actual instructions, instructables.com was more in depth, while otherpower.com was somewhat vague and not for the average person. 


By comparing the two pieces of technical communication, one can see the difference that proper communication techniques can have on conveying a message, which in this case would be how to build a windmill. There is so much that goes into the structure and design of a piece of technical communication. Visual aids are always one of the most important things to consider. A picture is worth a thousand words. This is only true when it is the RIGHT picture that is being used. As was seen with the two instructions, the Instructables used picture in a much better fashion by combining the text to the corresponding picture, whereas the other web site had more random pictures. 

The proper organization for the steps also gave the Instructables site an advantage. The steps were well thought out and well written with a proper numbering system. The other site failed to do so, despite writing the procedure in order. 


The main aspect in which the Instructables site was inferior was the clutter on the screen. Despite having helpful and user-friendly tools, much of the clutter was actually from commercials.

Having put all this into account, the Instructables site was clearly a better and more well designed piece of technical communication, and accomplished its goal of conveying a message to the audience. By taking certain elements from both, and by adding a few more (like more steps added with detail) one can create a truly efficient and effective piece of technical communication.
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