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combustion and improve mile-
age. Malini Mithal, an FIC lawyer,
$aid the premise was absurd.
“These claims violate the basic
laws of science,” she said.
Lee dectmed to discuss the case
at length with a reporter, although
he said he did not understand why
the government wants to put him
out of business.
“It seems pretty sick that the
FTC would be trying to kill some-
thing that would get us better gas
mileage,” he said.
Lee’s company, Dutchman En-
terprises, is headquartered in his
house amid the wooded hills of
~ Newfoundland, a section of West
. Milford Township. The three-story

white clapboard Colonial stands on

Route 23, about 20 miles north of
 Morristown. Children’s toys lay in
- the backyard on a morning last
month. A sticker on the back door
read “Warning: This house is pro-

tected by Jesus Christ.” _
- Dutchman employs 24 workers

and sells the Hydro-Assist Fuel Cell
only to dealers. It is unclear how:
many have sold; Lee reported in
court. papers that Dutchman has
trained 1,000 mechanics to install
the device.
orities say many of Lee’s
clients are evangelical Christians
who share his conservative reli-
gious beliefs, or conspiracy theo-
rists who share his suspicions of
the government. “He knows how to
market to these people,” said Zur-
Iini, who met Lee in 2001. “Like any
fraudster, he has a gene that makes
people trust him.”
~ Dale Hoppas of Port St Lucie,
Fla,, said he met Lee in January at
a demonstration in St. Louis. Hop-
pas installed a Hydro-Assist Fuel
Cell in his 2007 GMC Sierra truck.
Gas mileage, he said, has jumped
52 percent. ‘

“It just boggles my mind that
our government would want to
stop someone from making soine-
thing that works,” said Hoppas, 40,

- an insurance adjuster who recently
took up selling Hydro-Assist Fuel
Cells as a side job.

Rick Brancadora is general
manager of WIBG Life Radio, a
Christian station based in Ocean
 City. He said he installed a Hydro--

Assist Fuel Cell into his 2005
Honda Accord as part of an investi-
gative story into alternative energy.
His highway mileage jumped from
33 to nearly 100 mpg, he said.

- Others customers are less satis-
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Dennis Lee pitches an invention, a
“free electricity machine,” ata
Portland, Ore., school in 1999.

recalled chuckling as Lee described
an ultra-efficient generator he
vowed to build after a certain num-
ber of people -agreed to buy fran-
chises for $10,000 a pop.

Then he looked around the
arena and saw heads nodding in
agreement. -

“I thought, “My God, these peo-
ple are buying this,” said Krieg,
who launched a website after the
show to rebut Lee’s claims. Lee, in
turn, filed a lawsuit against Krieg in
federal court. The suit is pending.

YOUTH IN MOTION ‘

Dennis Merle Lee was born in
Yakima, Wash., in’ the shadow of
Mount Rainier. He was the second
of four children. Lee’s father picked
fruit in nearby orchards, according
to his older sister. Sandy Noe, 64, of
Quincy, Wash., recalled Lee as a
bright and charming boy who
earned A’s in school without study-
ing.

In the early 1950s, Lee’s father
traded picking fruit for building in-
terstate highways and took the
family on the road, Noe said. They
flitted from state to state. Lee had
attended 24 schools by the time he
was a teenager, she said.

Wherever he went, people liked
’him, according to Lee’s brother.

“Young people and old people
just wanted to be around him,”
said Stanley Lee, 49, a painting

. contractor who lives in Louisville,

After a stint as a medic in the
Army, Lee studied three years at

in Ventura, Calif. He was arrested

_in 1988, accused of fraud for mar-

keting of a pump he said generated
electricity, according to court docu-
ments. He pleaded guilty two years
later and served 13 months behind
bars, according to the California
Department of Corrections and Re
habilitation.

Lee said he was framed )

“I was railroaded, kidnapped,
thrown in prison without any diie
process of law,” he told an FTC
lawyer during a deposition in J: anu-

By 1996, Lee was back selling on

David Maiullo, a faculty member of

v Tee’s legal . ‘troubles
were mountlng In addition to Cali-
fornia, at least eight states charged
him with violating consumer pro-
tection laws, according to court
documents: Alaska, Idaho, Kén-
tucky, Maine, New Mexico, Oregon,
Vermont and Washington.

HYDROGEN AND GASOLINE ,
Lee began selling the Hydro-As-
sist Fuel Cell in 2007. The stainless

he road. Authorities said his prod- |
ucts included an all-but-indestruc- |
tible plastic house, drinkable insec- | -
ticide, and “the Hummingbird !
{ Motor and Sundance Generator,” { -
| which Lee said created more en-
| ergy than it Used by capitalizing on
“Eric Krieg, an elecfrical engi-){ g?fn ets and the fourth law of e
neer and member of a group of |\ g . .
skeptics that challenges inventions, | »
said he first saw Lee in 1996 during | edged fourth law of mofion, qu
a demonstration at a cavernous |

, h
hockey arena in Philadelphia. He | the Rutgers University physics de _

steel device stands about 6 inches

tall, weighs roughly 10 pounds and
comes with a series of wires and
nylon tubes.

“It’s a solid component,” said -

Sam Burlum, president of Extreme
Energy Solutions in Ogdenshurg.
He said he has installed nearly 200
of the apparatuses since June.,
Using power from the vehicle’s
battery, the Hydro-Assist Fuel Cell
draws hydrogen from distilled
water stored in a small tank under
the hood, according to court docu-
ments filed by Wenik, Lee’s attor-
ney. The hydrogen — which Lee
claims has five times the potential
energy of gasoline — is injected
into the engine’s combustion
chamber, where it acts as an accel-
erant. As a-result, according to
Lee’s experts, less gas is required
to convert the thermal energy -of!

- the explosion within the combus-

tion chamber into mechamcal en-
ergy.

In other words, Lee claims the
hydrogen makes the gasoline burn
more efficiently and, therefore, in-

creases gas mileage. Lee claims thel
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; Said, the Hy-
dro-Assist Fuel Cell would drain
energy from the battery and make

the car less efficient, v )
T , And doeg hydrogen have five
- imes more Dbotential energy than
e?
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“No,” Halperin said. “That’s jus
|Any cAR - an ive Fair Market Valye

not trye,”
ondition Recej

e FTC filed its complaint !
against Lee and Dutchman in Jan. 4
‘AJJ_ Receipts & IRS Forms ON THE SPOT/
’.SAME DAY-FREE PICK UP

uaty. Days later, US. Distriot ( i ;
" TAX DEDUCTIBLE
- 800-380-4380

MERICAN CHILDREN'S SoCIETY Ie. Mariboro,

www, chi_ldrenschariz‘ies. com
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nearly put Lee oyt of business, he
said. . :

But ‘after g hearing, Judge
Shipp récommended the order be
denied, While skeptical about, the
Hydro-Assist Fuel Cell, the Jjudge
said it was unnecessary for Dutch-
man to suspend Operations before
a trial,




