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In order to increase our awareness of the graphics that are all around us, we were asked to collect images that we were attracted to or repelled by.  These images were selected to form a compendium representing a variety of forms.  For my images, I selected things that were at once familiar (e.g. a parking sign) and new (e.g. kiosks).  Familiar because some have always been there and were never noted before, and new because they stood out from everything else nearby.  The images selected represent: government, automotive, a fair, real estate, medical practitioners, a shopping district, a shop, and a private home.

When I began looking for images, the first one to catch my eye was a common street sign indicating limitations for parking your car on that street.  I noticed the colors (red lettering on a white background), the location (eye level when standing) and the font (standard, clear and easily legible).  It made me realize that governmental institutions must use graphics to convey laws and the price of ignoring those laws quickly.  If you can read (in English) the sign, there is no doubt what it means.

Car dealers are infamous for their sales tactics (like the old bait and switch).  However, this car dealer elected to come across as refined, a cut above the rest by using an ad that looks very classy.  The images on the billboard are of classic cars (i.e. Mercedes, Porsche, Lexus, Infinity, etc.). The impression that comes across is one of refinement.  The colors aid in this idea; gold (money) and black (allure, sophistication) with a dark background for contrast to make them stand out even more.  The ad makes you want to go to this dealer because ‘they will know how to treat you’.

At the annual Italian Fest, there are numerous vendors showing off their wares.  Things to eat, play with or on, drink and savor are all there.  Howe do you get anyone’s attention with all the music, people signs, and noise?  One of these two businesses decide to spend a little more money and give their kiosks a look that communicated that what they are offering can transport you to foreign places, even if only for a few minutes.  The red and white umbrella is distinctive (it was the only one there).  The red and white sign was also an attention grabber.  There were no competitors for the products they offered.

By now everyone is accustomed to seeing ads for apts. For rent or houses for sale.  This real estate took a new approach by enlarging the normal sign one would see tremendously, making it hang vertically and putting it on the side of the building where the condominiums are for sale.  The white lettering on the cobalt blue background stands out and is legible even at night.

Sometimes signs at a doctor’s office can give us the feeling that something is wrong with a place.  This is an entirely personal reaction but one that physicians should especially be aware of when setting up a new practice.  In the first dentist’s sing picture, the colors have a worn look; the font used appears simplistic and boring.  The second dentist’s sign is more colorful with a variety of fonts used.  It gives a better impression of cohesiveness and quality.  If these images are used to judge the dentists’ themselves, then one is likely to have more patients than the other.  Of course, on cannot make that assumption based on so little information.

There are at least three shopping districts in the City of Elizabeth.  This one is located in a thriving area but seems somewhat awkward.  The shops had a brown awning that exuded character and then each shop owner beneath it tried to individualize with sign to set it apart from eh others.  As such, it ended up looking somewhat disjointed.  In addition, the primary owner took advantage of his location to sell billboard space.  The billboard dwarfs the sops but from across the street is the first thing you see.

A dilapidated sign on the side of a storefront on the other side of town can be viewed as quaint or give an air of abandonment depending on your perspective.  This sign may have bee quite attractive with its contrast of colors (i.e. yellow, read, green, and white) at one time but now it just look worn.

A private home can also use images to convey feelings.  At this time of unrest and anxiety, there are symbols that become even more important than usual.  Our national flag has been burned, scarred, torn and trampled by but at present it is being flown from numerous houses, rooftops, vehicles and even persons.  Ins the image the resident of this house can let other know that s/he is prod and supportive of America in this time without having to say a word….
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