Perl for Oracle DBAs
PL/SQL is Oracle's own programming language. It©'s a powerful procedural language that is tightly integrated with SQL ("PL/SQL" stands for "Procedure Language extension to Structured Query Language"). It offers a full range of datatypes, conditional and sequential control, looping, exception handling, modular code constructs, user-defined datatypes (such as objects), and a lot more. It's likely that you have a whole raft of PL/SQL programs that you use daily to perform Oracle database administration. 

With all of its advantages, PL/SQL has a few limitations as well. There are things PL/SQL programmers want to do that turn out to be impossible or at least inefficient, to do with PL/SQL alone. As you might suspect, we think Perl is the ideal supplement to PL/SQL. By calling Perl modules from your PL.SQL programs (more accurately, by embedding Perl within PL/SQL), your PL/SQL programs acquire many additional capabilities: 

The way you combine Perl and PL/SQL, and get the most out of these two excellent languages, is with Perl's extproc_perl module. PL/SQL is able to communicate with this library via its external procedure C-library system, which is known as EXTPROC. 

//Perl is powerful in string/character processing, but most 3rd parties’ software is implemented with JAVA!
//PL/SQL has  toolkit for regular expressions, (performance?) http://www.unix.org.ua/orelly/oracle/webapp/ch07_02.htm
==================================================================
Integration of Java and PL/SQL in Oracle
Compliments of Keshav Chennakeshav 
BOOKMARK: http://www.quest-pipelines.com/tiptrack.asp?id=20601 

This is a way to create a Java class in an Oracle database using JDBC and calling the class through a function created in PL/SQL. This java class, "dbTableRowCount", uses a default or currently open connection to the database. To connect to the database from an external application, the connection part of the code has to be enhanced providing a username and password. This code can be implemented on an Oracle database version 8i and higher. The classes can be created to perform DDL and DML tasks as needed per application requirements.

1. Creation of java class
CREATE or REPLACE JAVA SOURCE NAMED "dbTableRowCount" 

AS

import java.sql.*;

import java.io.*;

import oracle.jdbc.*;

public class dbTableRowCount {

  public static String rowCount (String tabName) throws SQLException {

    Connection conn = DriverManager.getConnection("jdbc:default:connection:");

    String sql0 = "SELECT table_name FROM all_tables 

       WHERE table_name = UPPER('" + tabName + "')";

    String sql1 = "SELECT SYSDATE, COUNT(*) FROM " + tabName;

    int rows = 0;

    String today = "";

    String op = "Table " + tabName;

    try {

      Statement stmt = conn.createStatement();

      ResultSet rschk = stmt.executeQuery(sql0);

      if ( !rschk.next() ) {

        op += ! " - Does Not Exist in the Database";

      } else {

      ResultSet rset = stmt.executeQuery(sql1);

       while (rset.next()) {

         today = rset.getString(1);

         rows = rset.getInt(2);

       }

       rset.close();

       op += " Row Count = " + rows + " On " + today.toString();

      } 

      rschk.close();

      stmt.close();

    } catch (SQLException e) {System.err.println(e.getMessage());}

   return (op);

  }

}

;

/

2. Creation of PL/SQL function
Once the class "dbTableRowCount" is successfully created, create a function in PL/SQL as shown below.

CREATE OR REPLACE FUNCTION dbtabrowcount(tab_name VARCHAR2) 

RETURN VARCHAR2 

AS LANGUAGE JAVA

NAME 'dbTableRowCount.rowCount(java.lang.String) return java.lang.String';

/

3. Code test
The code is tested as any Oracle database function.

SELECT dbtabrowcount('any_table')

FROM   DUAL;

SELECT dbtabrowcount('xxxxx')

FROM   DUAL;

