Matthew Manchester
GET OUT OF THE FAST LANE

Many People get annoyed when driving on major highways or parkways due to trucks and slow moving traffic.  One of the main contributors to the buildup of slow moving traffic is the inability for people to use the driving lanes correctly.  Another reason why there is backed up traffic on the freeway is because of “Rubbernecking.”  Also, the use of mass transit can greatly cut down on the amount of traffic.
There is “Rhyme and Reason” to the driving lanes on the highway.  Have you ever seen a sign on the highway that says “Slower Traffic Keep Right”?  The reason for this is so the left lanes stay open for faster drivers and/or Police and Emergency Vehicles.  So how do you know if you are slower traffic?  If you pay attention when you’re driving and you notice people passing you on your right, then you are slower traffic.  If you see someone behind you flashing their high beams at your rear view, then you are slower traffic.  If you get pulled over for being slower traffic, then you are slower traffic.  It is understood that not everyone wants to go the speed limit but there are other options for you.  You can take the bus or ride with someone who actually knows how to drive.  It might sound crazy but it is actually against the law to drive in the left lane if the lane to your right is open.
	Rubbernecking on the freeway is when one slows down to observe the aftermath of a highway incident.  The sight of emergency vehicles attracts other drivers to look at what’s going on and take their attention away from driving.  How many times have you been behind someone while driving past an accident and they slow down about 20mph for no apparent reason other than to see what’s going on?  I am sometimes a victim to rubbernecking myself.  Not only does “rubbernecking” affect the flow of traffic that the incident occurred on, it affects traffic in the other direction.  A study was conducted by the National ITS Implementation Research Center determining the effect of Congestion due to a highway incident.  “Research has shown that congestion due to incidents account for 60% of the total congestion on a freeway system.”  Everyone can contribute to put a stop to this problem by doing your part and staying out of other people’s business.

	Public Transportation is something that’s been around since before we had cars.  Like I stated earlier, if you have a problem with driving the speed limit and obeying the rules then let someone else drive for you.  Take the bus.  Public transportation has only been getting better over the years.  If you figure an average of 2 people per car and a bus holds 50 people then that’s:
                                     
Not only is it less cars but there is also less risk of an accident and there are fewer pollutants in the air.  If might be hard for someone with a busy schedule or travels a lot for work to ride a bus but if you’re working in the city, where most of the traffic is anyway, It will be cheaper and more efficient to ride the bus.
As drivers on our now over congested highways, we must put a stop to the unnecessary traffic.  It will make your life easier to follow these 3 simple suggestions.  Show some common courtesy to the other drivers on the road.



