Matthew Manchester	Food Chain	Eng 352- Midterm
The ocean is a very mysterious place.  Some people even find the ocean to be scary and will not go into it.  Living on the East Coast in New Jersey, we can only be a maximum of about an hour from the ocean.  Living here, we might find it hard to believe that some people in the United States have never even seen the ocean.  There are many different creatures that live in the ocean, some of which have not even been discovered yet.  As technology gets more and more advanced, we are able to learn more and more about this entire other world that is under water.
	I decided to make my Diorama on the underwater food chain.  We all need food to live and sometimes we look past what it takes to get that food.  Everything that we get our nutrients from gets its nutrients from something else and it all goes back to the sun.  I am planning to make a diorama that briefly describes the underwater food chain.  The possibilities for this project are endless so I am going to have to simplify it to a few Basic fish.  When I think of the most dominant creatures in the sea, the first that comes to mind is the shark.  I think that this will be a good place to start the food chain.  After doing a little bit of research, I learned that it is a common misconception that sharks only eat people and other large fish.  It turns out that most sharks stick to smaller food such as school fish.  Sharks such as the great white will tend to eat larger prey.  I am going to start with the Great White Shark.
	So what should we add to the food chain next?  Well, it’s definitely better to think that sharks eat big pray rather than small so I’m going to have to go with seals.  Seals typically go for medium size fish.  The possibilities are near endless for the types of medium size fish that seals can eat.  I think the best choice will be the most common to us as humans which would have to be salmon.  Next on my diorama will have to be something rater small because salmon do not really eat big fish.  When I think about it, the bait used to catch salmon is typically herring.  Herring, as a whole, convert the most amount of plankton in the ocean.  This would mean that the next creature on our food chain would have to be plankton.  Plankton is so small and minute that it won’t make sense to add them so I am going to stop with my food chain now.  
	Now that I have the information for my diorama, I need to present it.  My plan is to start with the herring and work the food chain all the way back to the shark.  I will have to attach some sort of stick to each of the fish and move the herring into the salmon, then into the seal, and finally into the shark.  I will not be able to use three dimensional models so I will use two dimensional print outs.  I will make notches in the top of the shoe box and fold them up so the sticks can fall into sections.  I will hang the sticks down from the top.  The diorama set up will look something like the picture shown below in figure 1.  I will have to make sure that all of the print outs are the proper size in order to fit the pray inside each predator.  I will also have to attach the sticks in the proper location so that the prey actually fits inside of the predator.  
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