Essay 2

     Greek philosophers felt that number lay at the foundation of the universe.  Philolaus said, “number is the bond of the eternal continuance of things…All is number”.  Pythagoras discovered that the consonant musical tones corresponded to string lengths that were the ratio of small whole numbers to the length of a fundamental tone.  Every Athenian youth was schooled in the so-called quadrivium: music, geometry, astronomy, and number.  In Epinomis, Plato said:

   The most important and first study is of numbers and the greatness of their influence on    

    the nature of reality---every diagram and system of number and every combination of 

    harmony and the agreement of the revolution of the stars must be made manifest as one 

    in all to him who learns in the proper way, and will be made manifest if a person learns 

    aright by keeping his eyes on unity—there is one natural bond linking all things.

Are numbers man-made and or of purely utilitarian use in science and business or do they have greater significance?  Describe your first awareness of numbers.  Cite examples from your experience since childhood dealing with numbers or your exposure to them in your computer science courses and in M326.

