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Device: disk drives, tape drives, printer, computer screen/terminal

*** note: large mainframe environments often have multiple "banks" of devices

Control Unit:  handles a group of devices

Input/Output Channel:  processor (chip) performing low-level file input/output

*** note purpose: to offload file system work, processing it here instead of having the main computer CPU do this...

Channel Program:  software specifying the internal low-level operations required to access devises and control data pathways for a specific READ or WRITE command.

Input/Output Controller:  software that creates a new channel program for each READ/WRITE command.
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