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In times of war secrecy is a powerful weapon to possess.  In World War Two the Allied Forces had such a weapon against the Germans. This weapon was the men and women of the British Armed Forces who worked as interceptors and decoders at an estate called Bletchley Park.  These men and women worked day and night decoding encrypted German radio messages.  Their mission was so secret that they could not even tell their closest family members what they were doing for the war effort.  This documentary project is a study of one woman’s stories of her time at Bletchley Park.

The woman who will speak of her experiences in this study is Eileen McGahhey, a former member of the Y-Intercept Services which was a group within the army that was responsible for intercepting German radio messages.  The study of her experience will lead to a better understanding of what it was like living during this time period, what it was like to be a female soldier, and how being a soldier changed her life.

The project is very important because even though thousands of people worked at Bletchley Park, no one really knows what it was like for the women working there.  For almost thirty years after the war ended, the general public did not even know that the missions at Bletchley Park had even occurred.  Since the declassifications from the British government, information has been published on the technological breakthroughs made but no detailing of the human factor involved has been published.
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Literature Review
O’Connor, Jerome M.  (2000). The Secret War.  British Heritage.  21(5).  Retrieved October 17, 
2002, from Academic Search Premier database.
Stafford, David.  (2000).  Station X (Book Review).  History.  85(278), 378-379.  Retrieved 
October 17, 2002, from Academic Search Premier database.


The results of the literature review shows that there is not too much information available on the Y-Intercepts in particular.  Because of the secrecy surrounding the whole mission, there are not too many people who are willing to speak of their accounts.  Most of the information found was technologically based on explaining how the codes were broken, not on the people involved.  Despite the fact that there is little published information available on the objectives of this study, the literature that was found provides good background information for the study.
Objectives

The objectives of this study are:

· To relay experiences of a female soldier and show how various factors in her life before she was a soldier effected her during and after the war.

· To give an account of a top secret mission that occurred in World War Two.

· To relay a personal, human account of World War Two.
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Construct


The ideas for the construct stem from the literature review.  In the article “The Secret War”, the author states “the 10,000 men and women who worked there neither spoke nor wrote anything about it for three decades after the war.” (O’Connor, para 2)  This has continued as very, very few people have told their stories of Bletchley Park. This research study is meant to fill that void and tell what it was like to be a woman working at Bletchley Park during World War Two.
Model of Study

Figure 1
Figure 1 is a model showing the relationship between the predictor variables (green), the outcome variable (yellow) and the subject (purple).
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Predictor Variable: Thoughts on being a woman.

This variable will show what the subject felt her role was as a woman before the war and 
then how it changed when she became a female soldier.
Predictor Variable:  Thoughts on being a soldier.


This variable will show what the subject thought the role of a soldier was before she entered the Army and later how she felt being a soldier in the Army.

Predictor Variable:  Family dynamic.


This variable will show how the importance of family had an effect on the subject.

Outcome Variable:  How the war affected her.


This variable will illustrate how the predictor variables affected her life at the end of the war.
Research Design

The bulk of the research of this project will come from a structured interview conducted with Eileen McGahhey, an 83 year old veteran of the Y-Intercept Services of the British Army.  This interview will be used to gain information about the predictor variables and how they relate to the outcome variable.  During the interview these are some of the questions I will ask:
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· What were your feelings about war before the war started?

· How did you feel about war when the war was over?

· Were you drafted or did you volunteer to join the army?

· What did you want to do in your life before you entered the war?

· How did your family feel about you entering the war?

· What exactly was your job in the army?

· Do you feel that you had any special treatment as a woman?  Did you feel any tensions?  Were the men fair to you?

· When the war ended, did you know what you were going to do?  Did your goals in life change or were they the same as before the war started?

· Because you were not able to tell people what you did in the war, what did you tell them instead?  How long was it before you told your family and friends the truth?

· Did you feel any difference being a soldier in society, rather than being a woman in society?

When the interview is complete, it will be transcribed and then analyzed using the grounded theory method.  This will be done by searching the interview for statements and meanings that pertain to the variables of the study.  The other part of the research is to analyze photographs taken of the subject and other female soldiers during the time period.  These photographs will be studied using a structured analysis and will shed information that can be related to the predictor variables of this study.
This study will be a reliable study because the film and the transcription of the interview will be available for others to study.  Also, other researchers will be able to validate this study thru the literature that is available.
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Possible Problems


One possible problem that may occur in this study is that the subject will not reveal enough information pertaining to the variables in the interview.  The solution of this problem is that the researcher will hold a second interview where questions will be asked that will dig deeper into the subject’s accounts.

Time Line (approx.)

· 1 day to develop questions for interview.

· 1 day to conduct interview.

· 5 days to transcribe and analyze interview.

· 3 days to edit film.
· 1 day to collect photographs for project.
· 1 day to analyze photographs.

· 7 days to build website and add content to site.

Final Presentation of Study

The research and results of this study will be presented as a website.  The website will include background information, the transcription of the interview, film of the interview, photographs from the time period and how the results of the interview relate to the variable model of this study.
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