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Abstract

The move to digital is a natural progression taking place in all aspects of broadcast media. This is no less true for audio broadcasting  which has taken a unique development path in the United States. This path has been heavily influenced by a combination of regulatory and migratory (from analog to digital) requirements specific for the U.S. market. This has resulted in a unique set of requirements on source coding, channel coding and digital modulation methods to make these systems a reality.

This talk outlines the technical development of the terrestrial  wireless broadcasting systems in the U.S. providing details  on specific channel coding  designs and adding perspective on  why specific designs were selected.  AM and FM systems  are about to be introduced in the market place. These so called in band on channel systems are also briefly compared to other systems such as Eureka 147 and DRM.
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