Architecture 583 / 662:  Introduction to Contract Documents – Spring 2007

Instructor – Office – Contact Information

Mark E. Bess, AIA, NCARB, CSI, CDT

Office: Weston # 677 Hours by appointment
e-mail: mbess@njit.edu
web site: http://web.njit.edu/~mbess
Prerequisite(s):  3 years of Design Studio or Instructor’s approval
Course Description
Contract documents are the means by which architectural designs are communicated to the building industry, code officials, product manufacturers, suppliers and fabricators.  The course will introduce the student to a logical approach of contract document preparation.  The student will develop their second year design project into a set of contract documents throughout the semester.

Using the contract documents for the School of Architecture as an example, students will compare the architect’s construction documents to the actual finished construction.
The course will run for 15 weeks with topical instruction and discussion, project pin-up reviews and films.

Textbooks/Readings
A Manual of Construction Documentation

Glenn E. Wiggins, AIA

Published by Whitney Library of Design / Watson-Guptill Publications
The Professional Practice of Architectural Working Drawings – 3rd Edition
Osamu A, Wikita & Richard M. Linde
Published by John Wiley & Sons ISBN 0-471-39540-4
Various in-class handouts and  readings on reserve in library

Course Requirements
Quizzes – 6 open-note quizzes

Midterm Exam – a closed-note exam
Semester Project – students work on individual CD project using their own 2nd year design as a basis.

Relevant Dates
The instructor will monitor the progress of your semester long project at specific intervals.  Quizzes, exams and reviews are administered and or due on the following dates.

January 16

Review #1 – Present project / concept package & cartoon set

January 30

Quiz #1

February 13

Quiz #2 & Review #2 – floor plans

February 27

Quiz #3

March 6


Midterm Exam & Review #3 – foundation and roof plans
March 27

Quiz #4
April 3


Review #4 – reflected ceiling plans and exterior elevations

April 10


Quiz #5

April 24


Quiz #6 & Review #5 – wall section(s), details, schedules and specification(s)

May 1


Submit semester Project in my mailbox (main office)
Course Assessment and Final Grade Determination
This class meets once per week, therefore in order to be successful the student must attend all 15 classes; missing more than 3 classes may result in failure.  Successful office contract document preparation involves interaction with various team members; therefore a portion of your grade includes your degree of meaningful class participation and discussion.  Assignments test and quiz allocations are as follows:
Quizzes #1-#6 - 20%

Midterm Exam - 35%

Semester Project - 45%
Late work will not be accepted (refer to relevant dates above); missed quizzes, exams or assignments will be recorded as an ‘F’.
Finally, the policies outlined in the NJIT Honor Code will be upheld in this class.  Any perceived violations will immediately be brought to the attention of the Dean of Students.
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