Architecture 558 / 579G:  Professional Architectural Practice - Spring 2007

Instructor – Office – Contact Information

Mark E. Bess, AIA, NCARB, CSI, CDT

Office: Weston # 677 – Hours by appointment
e-mail: mbess@njit.edu
web site: http://web.njit.edu/~mbess
Prerequisite(s):  Arch 364
Course Description
This course is a forum for examination of the structure and practices of the profession of architecture.  The relationship between architecture, the arts, society and the role of architecture as a ‘business’ are explored.  The formal and informal relationships between architects and between architects and clients, government officials, and consultants are studied.  The basic principles of office management for the small and large architectural firm are introduced.  Issues related to professional ethics and liability are discussed.
The course is designed as a 15 session ‘seminar’ with power point and guest speaker presentations, films, along with weekly class discussions of relevant issues.

Textbooks/Readings
Professional Practice A Guide to Turing Designs into Buildings

Paul Segal, FAIA

Published by W W Norton & Company ISBN 0-393-73180-4

Architects Handbook of Professional Practice (AHPP) – Student Edition 13TH Edition

Edited by American Institute of Architects (AIA)

Published by John Wiley & Sons ISBN 0-471-176-72-9

Various readings on reserve in library

Course Requirements
Midterm Exam – an open-note exam
Semester Project – students work in small groups of 3 to answer RFP (Request for Proposal); details to be issued no later than 4th week of class

Relevant Dates
Quizzes, exams and assignments are administered and or due on the following dates.

March 8


Midterm Exam
May 2


Semester Project due in my box (main office)
Course Assessment and Final Grade Determination
This class meets once per week, therefore in order to be successful the student must attend all classes; missing more than 6 classes may result in failure.  Professional practice includes the architect speaking in front of various groups; therefore a degree of meaningful participation in class discussions is greatly encouraged.  Exam and project allocations are as follows:
Midterm Exam

50%
Semester Project

45%
Class Attendance
5%
Late work will not be accepted (refer to relevant dates above); missed exams or assignments will be recorded as an ‘F’.
Finally, the policies outlined in the NJIT Honor Code will be upheld in this class.  Any perceived violations will immediately be brought to the attention of the Dean of Students.
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