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     Over the years motorcycling has become one of the major sources of transport.  It has also acquired whole lot of people who own and ride motorcycles for fun.  Various clubs emerged, bringing people together with the same interests based on the type of motorcycle they ride.  Even though for some people riding a motorcycle is very dangerous and they would never do it, some other would never give it up.  Several motorcycle models made history and strongly built themselves into peoples minds and memories.  For that reason, in my opinion, it was important for me to write an article about Yamaha XS650 motorcycle.

     Yamaha XS650 was one of the very first motorcycles that revolutionized Japanese motorcycle market.  This was the motorcycle that could finally compete with British “bikes”, ending their era of dominance.  In 1970s XS650 became very popular in the US, attracting many motorcycle fans.  It has gained its popularity by being reliable and very economic.  Although XS650 has not been produced since 1983, it still has active fun clubs all over the world in countries like US, Germany, Netherlands, Japan, Great Britain, and in Australia.

I know myself quite a lot about that motorcycle, but in order to write an article about it I needed reliable sources.  Since the motorcycle was introduced over forty year ago, I was expecting to encounter difficulties while looking for sources.  First I turned to databases, but did not find anything specific.  Then I browsed thru NJITs and Rutgers libraries, still no luck.  My next try was the public libraries in Jersey City, the place where I live, but that did not help me either.  Finally after hours spend with Google, I was lucky to find couple of articles from the Cycle, a motorcycle magazine from 1970s.  The articles that I found were exact copies of the actual text that appeared in the magazine.  Another source that I found helpful, was the article written by a mechanic of a known motorcycle repair shop, who spend quality time modifying and testing XS650.  Articles that my work is based on range from 1970 to 1979 and were written by different authors.  My target for this article was a general public with some interest in motorcycling.  The overall package should be effective due to the fact that I wrote it in the simplest language possible, trying to avoid technical jargon. In my opinion this article will be accessed by people older than me, the ones that were young in the time of this motorcycle.  

Wikipedia already had a short article about XS650 when I looked it up, but it contained only four sections, and information was mixed up.  After much thought, I have decided to reorganize an entire article, and add more information that my research has produced.  I ended up having eleven sections, and uploaded three additional photos that I took of my own motorcycle.  After my editing the article did not receive any comments yet, but I believe it’s only a matter of time since there has been a lot of discussion prior.

I strongly believe that the Yamaha XS650 motorcycle deserves this recognition.  It has influenced lives of many people around the globe to the point that even after twenty years after the end of production you can still easily access all original parts, buy or sell XS650, and join an active fun club.  I have tried to do my best working on this article, and utilize my knowledge to its fullest extend.  I will continue working on this article as long as I will have desire to ride and own my XS650. 

