
TRANSVERSE SHEAR STRESS 
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When finding transverse shear stress (τ) for a composite section, the following 
formula can be used:   
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Max. Transverse shear stress, τmax always occurs at NA (because Q is max at NA) 

 
 

Max Transverse shear stresses (τmax): 
Solid rectangular 
cross-section A
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A = t.d 
t= thickness of the web, and 
d= total depth of the I-beam 

 
 

 
 


